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Take a grape
culinary getaway

HI{J annd savour the bountees of the
Okanagan Valley ona z{.‘;m eylinge
tour from Eelowna to
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Magic waters
where only a
canoe will do

NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN: So
much to explore...and treasure

— Y ORI AND ARLEME KARPAN

FANRLY] s

SASKATOON

ol Saskatclivwan iv
Dedesaod withy large trodts of
pristine. wilderness

althangh wild places are disap-
pearing nt o Tedghtenling rate, The
FeErth i alssiil B rl:pfrl.rnnc i
s rrojond o hanees with the
ciirreid ecannmile oo,

g new phadograghic ook,
Narpliern Sadba fefesia e ©oaree
Comantry, is mnferpdend 1o shiroase
the Bantiary of Whe son la, Ba il 1o
ridse awarenies of witat dould e
b i we're niot caretul

Wi aie fortunale to lave one of
thae winrid's great canmelng desting:
tlwene b onr back vard, Pamois
rivers susch @ the Chunchill, Cheas-
weater, Cree, Fongd oo L amd Sto
seai-weld flow theaugh a vasi
Ernressfead Lavsd of D00, 0000 lakos,

Fimcietlinng by S il wrvwmn i b Bed
kA I il wale ol e, abo
riglusnl wriiids who pabnied s leal
Irriagys ong rversdcle olels, anc o whios
i oo i thaem excplesmtion’ Moo,
e Mackrnsie, David T T,
Peter Hiller, lahn Franklin amnd
Sl Hearne, The lisi goes on

W can |w!.|.l}r 10 Ehe sevhaded kg
viakaiy v Bewe Camda’s fnprmacsi mal -
wralisg, Uirew' Ul wveerte Tobs Paesi-
wiclings e dined proveclain his anes
aape ol enrservation i i world
s all here — a cotpeiling history.,
|.||.|.-|.l|.-||‘|p|:|!|.: FCRIETY. |r|r|:||'r il
achreniiline- pumplng whitcwates
and il:rlsruhly P st i £l sl

Canoeing can by as casy-going
of adventuinus as vou lFke,
Saskuteheans lniricale pelwark

TUCSDAT, LAY 1) 2008

ol piivers aind lakes nllers alimns
wnlimidedl puisailailities where you
vy thue das in @ sevied
by’ o & prodectesd ke, of
rortage across u height ol landg
(At B ew waleislicd and icw
shorniures. The Canoe rerraakim e
only practbeal way [o travel nuny
of pur waterways. A hig luney
mrbtt o ot sl woust cul foen
eeanale rrottherin et debdind with
shablemy vapids, ek gardens amnd
witrifalls

Practicality asido, canoaing b als
ity of tranel mom g ko
v sipal wenthy through (e lamd-
scape, diatarbing Hitle, while
alvari il the dipghiv, somods and
v b dormiard wa Carescing? b drift-
g b o feodingg meose, Maating
shlently beneath an eagle’s iest, of
walching wlives st play

I Binnitinng that perfenl camprize
o oy end whete we walch the
i sun oip arelo @ oguoet ke,
whithe tre=dahycangdin fisls sbrrdes oavy
i rrackling lire. asd the <sothing
Pipgele asf ragrids s beoken by the
Puauimntinng vall ol & lioa

Well wi ahould alse add 1he
drese ol a few milBon nw P Ll

Mothing  savd  nothern
Saekatchewan like the Churchill
Kiver — i embodies e esuenee of
ihve perih winl amit s aneling Lapad-
sz gmes nmd ks o e giast

Ihe U birchill was eeniral b bthe
Puir trade, ywwhile aborlginal jock
[paEnbisges al 1 sifen abonng i foute
theimgdh Soskotechewan mitest (i Lhe
weiterway's sigBcanoe. ol anyorne
serdang e maghe of the wilderies,
the Churchi® i thee moad aoovsalble
uf the great northem o

Fendl farther nor, and i geis

WA vdew el
Shull Caryon,
from & campaits
overlooking
the magnificent
Claarwater
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RAited o day's steady canoging. (% nice to seithe down and enjoy & ‘room

wirig on Sarchand Lake, Idm‘.ﬂl River, 1 Hurq |Mlnd gently through the hndu:lpl i
linle bt taking in the sights and woundy, Ny
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with & view" near Redbank Fally on the Fond du Lac River.

ey beter, T he Clearwanes llver
b e wrolfl of legemds = milling
whilraater Deestiy Labing i
il waler Dilla anal iher odhy
wlally iheslpnlsnl Canablan Hetlogs
River 1 Sashatchewan

The Dersd i L Fiver s difforent
apain. B sty thiroogh samd-
dlane counlny with wellns loverml

MAGIC WRTERS

chitTs, inimge sqees stands of jack
e warprend with safi nwes, Iach
afte gwprinis beesch. anad plenay of
wopr bk beulyrs b o ghoey o biveps
Padellers an gl poes

Whienn it oo to the sheer e of
pedadlivng, it sosergh ta st 1hwe Uice
fiver, Unlike mst moethenn sivers
whepe secilons af [la) water aie
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rrmerruipied By el deisgs g
watrifalls amid rapads, tve Cr
descvl b grachisal bet conilnu
e Can eriatse g o st cun
T 200 K bosimimed e gl el b n
erval Wwith a shingle portapy

Uhee 1apc upine e, st g 1
ther Mogihawest Territories bag
anel Dt s bo Black Lak
e uhimiate i thern wilden
e — Illlh'!uumn wrad Bl
wllead, ahrls damnie ol Bl gkiet 2%
i el |1| .hlll “":.1 rrnibivg L
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Parcupdne “1hvaad Man's Rhver,
irumidial-hke canims oo
Lomin aliEult e Nl
Thons in the tocky pranideu
L Aatradna s ety sy,
da's fargest sand dunes als
Arhidsasein s sonidh dhoee, 1he w4t
o magnficen walerfalis aong
Cetrair Kiver, ened m imdrd by
spray ol oiler wistrrway s jind
i woarndder (bl marih
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A phate captures the beauty of moming mixt on Larocgue Lake.
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A canoeist’s paradise in Saskatchewan

New book showcases beauty of the north

BY ROBIN AND
ARLENE KARPAN

orthern Smlatchewan s blessed
N'ﬂriih large tracts of lp:in.linr
wilderness, although wild places
are disappearing at a frightening rate.
The north is about o experience even
more profound changes the current
economic boom
Crur new photographic book, Northern
Saakotchewan Canoe Cotntry, is intend-
ed to showease the beauty of the north,
but also to raise awareness of what could
be lost if we're not careful
We in Ssabkatchewan are fortunate to
have one of the world's great canocing
destinations in our back yard Famous
rivers such as the Churchill, Clearwater,
Cree, Fond du Lac, and Sturgeon-weir
flow through a vast forested land of

Paddling in Saskstchewan is to follow
in the wake of with fur-laden
birchbark canoes, ginal artists who
painted mystical images on riverside
¢liffs, and a who's who of northern
exploration: Alexander Mackenzie,
David Thompson, Peter Fidler, John
Franklin and Samuoel Hearne. The list

FOES On

We can paddie to the secluded |
cabin where Cansda’s foremost natural-
fst, Grey Owl, was inspired to write his
bestselling books and proclaim his mes-
gt of conservation to the world, It's all
bere — a compelling history, jaw-drop-
ping scenery, pleaty of adrenaline-
pumping whitewater, and tranguility to
soothe the soul

Canoeing can be as easy-going or
adveniurous as we Like. Saskatchewan's
intricate network of rivers and lakes
offers almost unlimited possibilities
where we can idle away the days in a

racrad hidassseyne am s neotactad lake o |

remaina the only practical way Lo travel
many of our waterways. A blg fancy
£ just won'l cut il on a remole
morthern river riddled with shallow
rapids, rock gardens and waterfalls,
acticality aside, canoelng Is aleo a
Mﬁnmufmi: moving slowly and
, while the s,
and srmells around us. Canoeing is drift-
ing by a feeding moose, floating silently
bencath an cagle's nest, or watching
otters at play. It's Minding that perfect
campaite ot day's end where we watch
the crimson sun dip into a quiet lake,
S e
[~ b
m by the hmﬂiqm:
W Od & oW i
says northern Saskatchewan
like the Churchill River — it embodies
the essence of the north with outstand-
ing landscapes, important links to the
past, and popularity today. The
Churchill was central to the fur trade,
while aboriginal rock paintings at 19
sites along its route through
Ssslatchewan attest 1o the waterway's
mmm-nmiﬁcm. For anyone
the of the wilderness, the
Churchill is the most scoesaible of the
great northern rivers.

Head farther north, and it gets even
better. The Clearwater River is the stull
of legends — thrilling whitewster,
breath-taking canvons and waterfalls,
and the only officially designated Cana-
dian Hertage River in Saskatchewan

The Fond du Lac River is different
again, Nowing mostly 1 sancdstone
country with yellow cliffs, invit-
ing open stands of jackploe carpeted

Ty AL

Canoelng Hayman Lake al sunset, In Churchill River, Saskatchowan, is a peacoful axpedence.

with soft moss, beach after us
of step-like ledges in

the river to paddiers on their toes.
When it comes to the aheer m
it's tough to beat the Cree ]

U mast porthern rivers where oec-

SETEDE e pres kel ad ok
over
mammm
UoUE; We CAD crulse along its swift cur-
rent fior 200 kilometres and not be both-

ing south to Black Lake, is the ultimate
porthern wilderness river — little

knowin and little travelled, with some of

ning landscapes around. The Dene
called the Porcupine “Dead Man's Riv-
€1, its mountain-like canyons consid-
ered (oo difficult 1o travel
Throw in the rocky of Lake
Athabasca's north shore, Canada's
largest sand dunes along Athabasca's
south shore, the series of magnificent
waterfalls along the Grease River, and a
mhld-bmli:;mﬂiﬂhn walerways,
and it's no wonder that northern
Saskatchewan fs ng 50 popular
with canoeists and anyone wanfing to
connect with the beauty of the wilder-
s,
Comawns Mirwy yrewe

The cover of the book Morthem
Saskatchawan Canos Country by





