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International travel will requ1re planmng this winter

TALES FROM THE ROAD

ARLENE & ROBIN KARPAN

andemic-induced trav-
P el complications have

changed alotin a year,
primarily because of the develop-
ment of COVID-19 vaccines and
the opening of more destinations.

Now, however, it’s a big hurdle to
clear the rapidly changing array of
travel restrictions and require-
ments.

For a professional travel adviser’s
take on the current environment,
we spoke to Barb Crowe, president
of Ixtapa Travel in Saskatoon. She
indicated that the main concerns
people have are safety, and cancel-
lation policies in case things get
worse.

“A key for many people is that
everything be refundable.

“There is also border closure
anxiety,” she added. “IfI go some-
where, willIbe able to get back?”

Check your travel insurance

Asignificantrecent changeisthat
the Canadian governmentrescind-
ed the blanket advisory to “avoid
non-essential travel outside Cana-
dauntil further notice.”

Normally, such an advisory is
enough to void travel insurance
coverage. Some insurance compa-
nies continued to provide coverage
ifthe onlyreason for the advisory
was COVID-19, but exactly how
this exception was applied varied.

This change helps to take away
some of the uncertainties.

However, it is still important to
checkyour insurance policy to
verify that you are covered for
COVID-19. To be safe, Crowe also
recommends taking out COVID-19
insurance.

Travel insurance has gone from
beingimportanttobeingessential.
Many countries nowrequire itas a
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Insurance and COVID-19 vaccination and testing requirements are the key things to consider if planning
to travel outside the country. | GETTY IMAGES

condition of entry and maywant to
see your policy.

To enter Costa Rica, for example,
you must be covered for at least
$50,000 in medical expenses,
including COVID-19 coverage, and
atleast $2,000 in lodging expenses
in case of quarantine.

Vaccinations

International travel is now the pre-
rogative of the fully vaccinated, with
few exceptions. Starting Oct. 30, to
depart from a Canadian airport (for
both domestic and international
flights), passengers must be vacci-
nated. During a transition period
from Oct. 30 to Nov. 30, showing a
negative COVID-19 molecular test
within 72 hours of travel will also be
accepted. After that, being fully vac-
cinated ismandatory.

Therecentannouncement of the
reopening of the Canada-United
States land border to Canadian

travellers also applies only to those
who are vaccinated.

Vaccination requirements are
increasingly common in many
parts of the world. The Canadian
government is now rolling out a
COVID-19 Proof of Vaccination
document in conjunction with
provinces and territories. It is
alreadyavailablein provinces that
have a provincially operated Proof
of Vaccination system.

The document we have in Sas-
katchewan, for example, looks
almostidentical to the one that
hasbeen available for afewweeks,
with the person’s name, date of
vaccines, and a QR code that can
be scanned. The only difference
now is thatitalso has alogo at the
top indicating that the country of
issuanceis Canada.

The idea is that someone in
another part of the world may not
have heard of Saskatchewan, but
theywillrecognize Canada. These

FCC’s Drive Away Hunger aims high

Farm Credit Canada sets a target of collecting 20 million meals this year

BY MELISSA BEZAN
REGINA BUREAU

Farm Credit Canada is hosting
Drive Away Hunger, a project that
collectsmeals forthoseinneed, for
the 18thyear.

Last year, the projectraised 17
million meals. This year, FCC is
aiming for 20 million.

For the past 18 years, FCC has
donated 85 million meals to food
banksinneed.

“There are alot of people strug-
gling,” said Carla Warnyca, FCC’s
manager of community invest-
ment. “And the industry is in a
really good position to help. And
FCC in particular, we have this
national role that we can play this
role of catalytic connector to bring
everyone together to do that.”

Last year because of the pan-
demic, FCC changed Drive Away
Hungerfromitstraditional method

of driving a tractor and trailer
through communities to collect
donations. It changed the focus of
the program away from communi-
ties toward agriculture.

“We’ve decided to replace the
effortand time putinto those tours
with instead, engaging even more
partners in the value chain,”
Warnyca said. “So in all parts of
Canada’s food value chain from
basically right from producers to
processors and distributors
because the industryreally isin a
great position to positively impact
food securityin Canada.”

Despite COVID-19 affecting how
they usually run the program,
Warnyca said they actually did the
bestin 2020 out of any other year,
totallingaround 17 million meals.

Food Banks Canada has worked
with FCC on Drive Away Hunger
since the beginning in 2004 and
ensures the food from Drive Away

Hungerisdistributed tofood banks
across the country.

Tania Little, the chief develop-
mentand partnerships officer with
Food Banks Canada, said Drive
Away Hunger highlights the pas-
sion of the agriculture industry.

“Farmers are some of the greatest
and most caring advocates for their
neighbours,” Little said.

Alongside the food being donat-
ed to food banks, FCCis donating
mealstoschools, aninitiativeithas
been doing for several years. Last
year, FCCprovided 200,000 schools
with meals.

“What we're doing is focusing
100,000 of that towards indigenous
schools as well. So basically
100,000 will go to schools that
either are located on areserve or
serve certain significant indige-
nous populations,” Warnyca said.
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documents can be loaded onto a
smartphone or printed.

The Government of Canada web-
sitestresses that “this proofdoesnot
guarantee you entry into another
country.” Some countries only
acceptinternationally recognized
documents, putting Canadian trav-
ellersin adifficultsituation.

Crowe cited the example of
France, which requires a specific
QR code. She recently had to can-
cel a client’s trip to The Nether-
lands because the lack of neces-
sary documentation would
require almost daily COVID tests.

Showing a negative testis a com-
mon requirement for entry in
many parts oftheworld and oftenit
has to be a specific type of test. To
returnto Canada, anyone fiveyears
and older needs a negative

molecular COVID-19 testwithin 72
hours of travelling, regardless of
vaccination status.

Being tested is not only another
hoop to jump through; it can also
be a significant part of a travel
budget. Depending on the prov-
ince,youmayhavetogotoaprivate
test facility if the reason for your
testis travel. Costs might vary any-
where from $70 to $250 per person
depending on the test. Then there
is the cost of the more expensive
molecular test for the return to
Canada. Test costs abroad vary
widely. In Mexico, for instance, it
generally runs around US$150,
sometimes more.

How safe a destination is may
depend on howyou like to travel.
Mexico has some of the loosest
travel entryrestrictionsin theworld,
with no vaccine or tests required.
Thislaid-backapproach, combined
with low vaccination rates and low
testingrates, concerns many.

While the country as a whole
maynotbe doingthatwell with the
pandemic, Crowe points out that
many resorts have taken signifi-
cant safety measures. She steers
clients to places with safety proto-
cols such as capacity limits, mask-
ingin certain areas, and vaccinat-
ed staff. For those who prefer to
wander around independently
and take public transport, Mexico
might not be the best choice right
now. But for resort stays, it may be
adifferent matter.

The one thing that we can count
onisthatrules and restrictions will
continue to change, often with little
notice. Crowe recommends using a
travel adviser to guide you through
the planning and booking, and to
prepareyouincaseofanemergency.
Her mostimportant piece of advice:
“packan extrabagofpatience.”

See travel.gc.ca for more details
on Canadian government travel
advisories and current require-
ments.

Arlene and Robin Karpan are well-travelled
writers based in Saskatoon.
Contact: travel@producer.com.
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Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers

Bayer is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Bayer products are commercialized in accordance with
ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Bayer's Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-
Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. These products have been approved for import into key export markets with
functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from these products can only be exported to, or used,
processed or sold in countries where all necessary requlatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and
international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted.
Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for these products. Excellence
Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardship.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. It is a violation of federal law to use any pesticide product
other than in accordance with its labeling. NOT ALL formulations of dicamba or glyphosate are approved for in-crop use with
products with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans. NOT ALL formulations of dicamba, glyphosate or glufosinate are approved
for in-crop use with products with XtendFlex® Technology. ONLY USE FORMULATIONS THAT ARE SPECIFICALLY LABELED AND
APPROVED FOR SUCH USES. Contact the Pest Management Regulatory Agency with any questions about the approval status of
dicamba herbicide products for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or products with XtendFlex® Technology.

Roundup Ready® Technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate. Roundup Ready® 2 Technology
contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate. Products with XtendFlex® Technology contains genes that
confer tolerance to glyphosate, glufosinate and dicamba. Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans contains genes
that confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate.
Dicamba will kil crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Glufosinate will kil crops that are not tolerant to glufosinate.
Contact your Bayer retailer, refer to the Bayer Technology Use Guide, or call the technical support line at 1-888-283-6847 for
recommended Roundup Ready® Xtend Crop System weed control programs.

Insect control technology provided by Vip3A is utilized under license from Syngenta Crop Protection AG. Bayer, Bayer
Cross, BUTED™, RIB Complete®, Roundup Ready 2 Xtend®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup Xtend®,
SmartStax®, Trecepta®, TruFlex", VaporGrip®, VT Double PRO®, XtendFlex® and XtendiMax® are trademarks of Bayer Group.
Used under license. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design® are trademarks of BASF. Used under license. Agrisure
Viptera® is a registered trademark of a Syngenta group company. Used under license. Herculex® is a registered trademark
of Dow AgroSciences LLC. Used under license. Bayer CropScience Inc. is a member of CropLife Canada. ©2021 Bayer Group.
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